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1 following little Tract hath 
7 already paſſed through three 

Editions; it was firſt publiſhed in 
1729 by the Rev. THOMAS Ford, 
then Canon of Wells, from a Ma- 
nuſcript of the Author's in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the late RichARD HAYNES, 
Eſq; of Wick, in the County of Glou- 
ceſter. I feel myſelf induced by 
powerful Motives, to lay it once 
more before the Public. In the 
former Editions, a very imperfect 
Account has been given of the 
Author: I have, endeavoured to 
ſupply that Defect, from the beſt 


In- 


 F- Vs. 1 


Information I could obtain, but 
the Lives of private Men leave but 
few Materials. 


We look with Pleaſure on the 
Portraits of Benefactors, who have 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves by Acts 
of public Virtue, or private Muni- 
ficence; we collect with anxious 
Solicitude, every little Trait of pri- 
vate Life and domeſtic Manners, 
which may render ſuch Portraits 
ſtill more dear to us. By contem- 
plating the meritorious Actions of 
others, we are led to a Deſire of 
imitating them; that Deſire, will 
in a good Mind, produce Effects, 
ſuitable to the Purity of the Source 
from which they ſpring. May the 
extenſive Benevolence, and unaf- 

fected 
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fected Piety, which breathe through- 
out this little Tract, inſpire the 
Reader with an honeſt Zeal, to 
imitate as nearly as poſſible, the 


good Works of its Author! 


Heroes and Stateſmen, are hand- 
ed down to Poſterity, by the Pen 
of Hiſtory. The Actions of private 
Men, are rather remembered than 
recorded; moving within an hum- 
ble Sphere, the active Benevolence 


of the private Citizen, is known 


only to a ſmall Circle. However 
amiable his Manners, however in- 
dulgent his Charity, they impreſs 
themſelves only on ſuch, as are 
connected by the Ties of Friend- 


ſhip, or Obligation. Such Remem- 


brances as are preſerved by Grati- 
tude, 


( viii. ) 


tude, or cheriſhed by Affection, 
are obliterated only with Life; but 
Life ſoon paſſes away. Time is 


continually effacing from our Me- 
mory, even recent Events; and 
caſts an almoſt impenetrable Veil 


over thoſe that, are more remote. 
Two Centuries have nearly elapſ- 
ed, ſince the pious Author of this 
Farewell,“ held a diſtinguiſhed 


Rank in this City. Tho' his Cha- 


rities ſufficiently recommend him 
at this Day, as the humane Friend, 
and liberal Benefactor, yet of his 
private Life and Manners, there 
are but few Memorials. Such as 
I have been able to collect, I now 
give the Public. It is no ſmall 
Satisfaction, to trace the Progrels 
of Virtue and Induſtry, from a low 

and 
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and almoſt obſcure Beginning, to 
Stations of Honour and Conſe— 
quence. Of the Tract I ſhall ſay 
but little; it is the Work of a good 
Man, and being almoſt the laſt Act 
of a long Life, ſpent in well doing, 
may be conlider'd as the Teſtimony 
of a good Conſcience in regard to 
himſelf; and to his fellow Citizens, 
the moſt valuable Legacy he could 
bequeath them. 


Whatever Succeſs the preſent 
Edition may meet with, my Part 


in it, will I hope, be conſidered as 


the Exerciſe of a benevolent Mind; 
and if it ſhall, in the ſmalleſt De- 
gree, excite an Attention to that 
moſt important Conſideration of 


human Life, the Preparation for a 


better, 


(X.) 


better, I ſhall bleſs Gop, that I 
have not been 1dly or unprofitably 
employed, in preparing it for the 
Preſs. My Fellow- Citizens will 
accept it as a Teſtimony of Reſpect 
and Attachment of one, 


M ut of ſuits with Fortune, 


e who would give more, but that his 
Hand lacks Means.” 


GEORGE SYMES CATCOTT, 


BRISTOL, Mar 23, 1789. 
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OHN W HIT SON, the benevolent 
Author, of the following little Tract, 

was born of obſcure Parents, at Clewer- 
wall, or Clearwell, in the Pariſh of New- 
land, in the County of Gloceſter; in 
which Place it is moſt probable he receiv- 
ed the firſt Rudiments of a religious and 
virtuous Education, as in his laſt Will he 
takes notice of a School, heretofore found- 
ed and erected there, by one Mr. BELT, 
and bequeathed to it 10/. per Annum. 
Tradition ſays, that Meeting with ſevere 
Treatment from the Perſon with whom he 
was placed in the Country, he croſſed the 
Severn with only a few Pence in his Poc- 
ket; and to this he ſeems to allude in his 
pious Meditation, where he ſays, With 
my Staff paſſed I over Severn, and lo, I am 
become two great Bands.” It muſt have 
been 
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been about the middle of Queen Eliza- 

beth's Reign, that he firſt ſettled in Briſ- 

tol, in the capacity of a Servant to a Wine- 

Cooper, in Nzcholas-Street, and fitted out 

Ships for the Sea in that Line, and pro- 

bably had ſome Share in their Cargoes and 

Returns. His Diligence and Honeſty 

gain'd him ſo much Eſteem, that he was 

at length promoted to be firſt Clerk in his 

Maſter's Compting-Houſe, -In this Sta- 

tion, the ſame good Principles marked his 

Conduct, the ſame good Providence bleſſed 

his honeſt Endeavours. The whole of 

the Buſineſs lay upon him, which he ma- 

naged with Integrity, and improv'd by 

| his Skill and Induſtry. His Maſter dy - 
ing, he continued to conduct the Buſineſs - 

for the Widow, who rewarded his Dili- 

gence and Honeſty with her Hand. He 

now became- an eminent Merchant, and 

was choſen a Member of the Corporate 

Body. He ſerved the Office of Mayor, in 

1603, and again in 1615, in his Houſe in 

Saint Nicholas-Street. How well he ap- 

proved himſelf to his Fellow-Citizens, 

| may 


N 
4 l ' 


; „ 
YI may be eſtimated by the Honour conferred 
ii on him, in chooſing him to repreſent the 
4 City in Parliament, the 2d, the 12th, and 
FP the 18th of James the Firſt, and the iſt 
2 of CHARLEs the Firſt, His ſerious and 
J pious Diſpoſition is diſplayed even in the 
3 ' Decorations of his Houſe, which now re- 
mains with many Scriptural Inſcriptions 
3 in the Rooms, on the Pictures, &c. The 


Chimney-Piece in the great Room, as was 
the Cuſtom in thoſe Days, was large, and 
ornamented with a profuſion of carved 
Work; over it, the Arms of Queen Er 1- 
ZABETH, with two Latin Verſes: 


Dui Leo de juda eft, et Flos de jeſie Leones 
Pretegat et Flores Elizabetha tuas. 


On the left Side of this is.) ¶ On the right Side this. 


Non Eft mortale quad Eft mihi grata ſalus 
opts, Eſt mihi dulce mori. 


On his Picture ſtill remaining, appears 
the following Verſe from the Pſalms: 


Nunquam deſperabo de miſericordia tua Domine. 


C | Dur- 


[44 5) 


During his Mayoralty in 1603, the Plague 
raged in Briſtol, and 2600 Perſons died of 
it between the 28th of July 1603, and the 
20th of February 1604, as appears by a 
Manuſcript ſtill preſerved in the Chamber 
of this City. This good Magiſtrate like the 
benevolent Archbiſhop of Marſeilles, ſtood 
to his Poſt, and gave every Aſſiſtance to the 
diſtreſſed Citizens in this time of Danger ; 
this he has alluded to with the utmoſt mo- 
deſty in the Tract, where he ſays, My 
Health he has been graciouſly pleaſed to 
continue in the midſt of contagious Sick- 
neſs; I have ſeen a .Thouſand fall beſide 
me, and well nigh ten Thouſand at my 
Right Hand, and yet by his Goodneſs on- 
ly, the Arrow did not come nigh me.” 

At length fatigued with publick Buſi- 
neſs, he reſolved to retire from the Noiſe 
and Buſtle of the World, to prepare him- 
ſelf for the Journey he was ſhortly to take 
to a better. At this Time he compoſed 
this pious Meditation, or Farewell to the 
World. As he had acquired his Fortune 

: by 


C18. 
by Application and Induſtry, ſo he was 


careful not to ſquander it away in uſeleſs 
Shew and idle Vanities: He lamented the 

Profligacy of his Nephews, (for he had no 
Children then living) and having learnt 
from their own Mouths their Intentions 
of diſſipating his Fortune, he came to the 
Reſolution of leaving it to charitable Uſes, 
which was occaſioned by the following 
Incident: 


* As he was one Day employed in his pri- 
vate Cloſet, he overheard his Nephews 
loudly converſing in the adjoining Room; 
he found the Subject of their Diſcourſe 
turned on himſelf, and the great Fortune 
they were to inherit at his Death; at the 
ſame Time declaring their Intentions of 
ſpending it like Gentlemen of Fafhion, in 
pleaſurable and expenſive Purſuits.” The 


good old Gentleman upon this, burſt i in at e 


once upon them, and with an honeſt In- 
dignation told them, that ſince he heard 
from their own” Mouths their Reſolution 
with reſpe& to his Fortune, they ſhould 
: C2: now 


(1 


now hear his: that he had long been Wit- 
neſs to the vicious and abandoned courſe 
of Life they were getting into, and had 
often remonſtrated to no Purpoſe againſt 


it; that they now ſtood ſelf- convicted, and 


to prevent the Infamy they might entail 
upon him, the Public, and themſelves, 
by ſuch irregular Exceſſes, he was deter- 
mined to put it entirely out of their Pow- 
er. Accordingly he made his Will the 
22d of March 1627, and left the Bulk of 


his Fortune after his Wife, to charitablih 


Uſes, as therein appears and on his Mo- 
nument is recorded. 


He married three Wives, the firſt BRI D- 


| GET, who had one Daughter, of the ſame 


Name by her former Huſband TRENCRH“ 
ARD, and two by him viz. CATHARINE 
and ANN, all buried in St. Nicholas Crowd. 
His Second Wife was MAacDaALEn, and 
he married late in Life, thirdly, RAchA- 
EL, whom he left Executrix to his Will, 


giving her his Houſe in Sr. Nicholas- 


Street, all his Plate, 400l. in Money, a 
third 


——— 


1 g 


third Part of 3000“. the Reſidue of his 
Fortune, his ſmall pointed Diamond Ring 
and his Chain of Gold? and charges her 
faithfully and religiouſly to execute his 
Will, leaving 31. per Annum to repair the 
Church of Sf. Nicholas, and 20s. for two 
Sermons, one on the 7th of November, 
for ever, that being the Day when he was 
ſtabbed by CHRISTOPHER CALLOWHILL 
with a Knife, which went thro' his Noſe 
and Lip, into his Mouth, but without 
the Effect of killing him, as intended; 
which Attempt on his Life was made by 
Reaſon of his having given an Award in 
disfavour of the ſaid CHRISTOPHER Cal- 
LOWHILL, in a Matter of Debt, which 
was referred to him (as an Arbitrator) to 
ſettle. 


Thus we ſee to the laſt Moment this 
pious Man intent upon preſerving a Senſe 
of Religion upon the Mind, and acknow- 
ledging how much we are under the Care 
of a ſuperintending Providence. 


* N. B. The above-mentioned Gold Chain, is now (1791) is 
the Poſſeſſion of my Family; as alſo the Gloves, worn during his 
Mayoralty,——Theſe laſt were once ornamented with Pearls, to 3 
conſiderable Amount. 


(18 +) 


His Charities to poor Lying-in-Wo- 
men are ſo ſeaſonably and well applied, 
his School for breeding up poor Girls, his 


Loan-Money to poor Tradeſmen, and Ex- 
hibitions to poor Scholars, are all ſo ju- 
diciouſſy planned and executed, that the 


Public ſtill continues to be benefitted by 
his charitable Inſtitutions and Donations : 
whilſt the profiigate and ſpendthrift Heirs 
are left to lament their Folly, in threat- 
ning to diſſi pate before-hand, what they 


were only in Expectation of, in all the 
boundleſs waſte of Riot and Exceſs. 


It is worthy of Remark, that on the 
24th of March 1634, a Petition of WI L- 


LIAM WILLETT, a Siſter's Son of Alder- 


man WHITSON, was preſented by him to 


the Corporation, for ſome Gratuity out of 


his Uncle's Eſtates, for his Preferment in 
Life; and they ordered him 100 Marks, as 
a free Gift ont of thoſe Monies applied 


for ſuch good Uſes, as the NE and Al- 


dermen ſhould approve: 


N This 


( 19 }) 


This moſt excellent Man had left him 
on his Will 5/. per Annum, and his Mo- 
ther 10/. per Annum, and a third Part of 
his Reſiduary Eſtate between them. 


There is a neat Monument to his Me- 
mory in the. Crowd of St. Nicholas-Church 
in Briſtol, his Figure large as Life, in a 
recumbent Poſture, leaning on his Right 


Arm, in his Alderman's Gown; is well 
carved and painted, on a handſome arched 


Tomb, with ſquare Pyramidal Pillars on 
each Side, and over him a Table with the 
following Inſcription : 


IN MEMORY OF 
THAT GREAT BENEFACTOR TO THIS CITY, 


JOHN WHITSON, Mexcyanr, 


Twiek MAYOR, AND ALDERMAN, 


= York Fat 
FOUR TIMES MEMBER IN PARLIAMENT 
FOR THIS CITY, 


WHO DIED IN THE 72d YEAR OF HIS AGE, 
A. D. 1629. 


A WORTHY PATTERN TO ALL THAT COME 
* AFTER HIM! 


Out 
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Out of his ſeveral Eſtates he bequeathed 
as follows: : 


per Annum. 

To 52 Child Bed Women $2 © © 
To the Red Maids? Hoſpital ...... 120 © 0 
To the Redcliff Free-School..... 8 10 6 
To the Merchants* Almſhouſe.... 26 © o 
To poor Scholars at Oxford 20 © © 
To poor Houſekeepers . 
F oo ->5----c 26 © © 
To St. Nicholas Church......... 3 © © 
L307 10 6 


oo to the Uſe of Merchants and poor Tradef- 
men, Intereſt free, JL. 


* 


He was buried the gth of March 1629, 
in-the ſame Grave where his three Wives 
and Daughters lie, which is cloſe before 
the Monument. He was hurt by a Fall 
from his Horſe, which was ſuppoſed to 
have haſtened his Death, and being Cap- 
tain of the City train'd Bands they at- 

tended 


— 


|] 


tended his Interment, and performed the 
uſual Honours over his Grave, according 
to Military Cuſtom, 


N. B. I have heard with much Satiſ- 
faction, that his Monument which now 
lies in a very ruinous State, in the Crowd 
under St. Nicholas -Church, is intended 
ſoon to be removed, at the Expence of the 
Chamber of Briſtol, and to be placed with 
its ſeveral Decorations and Ornaments, as 


it appeared when firſt erected, in an eligi- 


ble and conſpicuous Situation at the Weſt 
Entrance of the faid Church, 


Extract from Felix Farley's BRISrOoL JouRNaL, 
October 8th, 1791. 
To Re PRINTE Re 


ah. 


PASSING along St. Nicholas-ſtreet, a few days ſince, I was very agreea- 


bly {urpriſed*to find our Corporation had, much to their credit, removed 
the Monument of their pious, and worthy Member Alderman Whitſon, 
from its late place of obſcurity, to a more elevated and conſpicuous ſituation, 
under the Weſt end of the church tower; where it is ſcreened from the 
weather, and catches the eye of every paſſenger, who goes that way.—lt is 
very highly finiſhed, and the figure conſidering its great antiquity, a good 
piece of ſculpture; and muſt — colt the Chamber a conſiderable ſum, 
in removing and ſetting it up with all its former decorations, to the place 
where it now ſtands. ; 

It is to be conſidered as a proof of a proper eſtimation of the many vir- 
tues which adorned the character of this truly great and good man; and 
as it indicates a proper and grateful ſenſe of benefits received from worthy 
perſons deceaſed, to pay an honorable reſpett to their memory, in that light 
1 regard the preſent memorial of Mr. Whitſon; whoſe exemplary life and 
character, and particular beneficence to this city, deſerve to be kept in 
perpetual remembrance amongſt us, and which are ſo admirably illuſtrated 
had recommended in the fourth and laſt edition of his valuable little tract 
lately publiſhed, entitled **The aged Chriſtian's Farewel to _ OY and 


its Vanities.“ 


BRISTOL, 0aober 7, 1791, 


Extract from Felix Farley's BRIs TOL JOURNAL, 
November 12th, 1791. 


To: the PRINTER, 


I Was much pleaſed to obſerve the religious reſpect paid by our — 
ration, in reviving their attendance to the Sermon appointed to be preached 
annually on the 7th of November, by their pious and worthy member Alder- 
man Whitſon, as a thankſgiving for his happy eſcape from aſſaſſination, on 
the above mentioned day, in the year 1626. They were preceded to St. 
Nicholas-Church, by the Red Maids; a laudable charity, founded by the 
lame worthy Alderman; where a ſermon ſuitable to the occaſion was preach- 
ed by the Rev. Dr. Camplin, who took his text from the gd chap. of the 
Firſt Epiſtle of Peter and the 13th verſe, Who ts he that will harm you, if ye be 


followers of that which ts good? 


Briflol, Nov. g. CLIV18. 
N. B. We underſtand the above attendance will be obſerved annually. 
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The aged Chriſtan's final Farewell to 
the World and its Vanities. 


8 IN CE it has pleaſed Almighty Gop, 
of his great Mercy and Goodneſs, to 
afford me a long time of Pilgrimage: And 
whereas my Soul is long ſince cloyed with 
the tedious Vanities of this Life: I begin to 
feel a Willingneſs to depart, and leave this 
tireſome Wilderneſs, that I may arrive at 
that happy Canaan, where only I hope to 
find Reſt. But e're I depart to my long 
Home, I have a great Deſire to leave ſome 
Da: Mo- 


I i 


Extraft from Felix Farley's BRISTOL JOURNAL, 
November 12th, 1791. 


To tie PRINTER, 


I Was much pleaſed to obſerve the religious reſpect paid by our 2 
ration, in reviving their attendance to the Sermon appointed to be preached 
annually on the 7th of November, by their pious and worthy member Alder- 
man Whitſon, as a thankſgiving for his happy eſcape from aſſaſſination, on 
the above mentioned day, in the year 1 were preceded to St. 
Nicholas-Church, by the Red Maids; a laudable charity, founded by the 
lame worthy Alderman; where a ſermon ſuitable to the occaſion was preach- 
ed by the Rev. Dr. Camplin, who took his text from the 3d chap. of the 


Firſt Epiſtle of Peter and the 1gth verſe, ** Who ts he that twill harm you, if ye be 
followers of that which ts good? 


Briflol, Nov. . C1iV-1S. 
B. We underſtand the above attendance will be obſerved annually. 
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The aged Chriſtian's final Farewell to 
the World and its Vanities. 


8 INC E it has pleaſed Almighty Gop, 
of his great Mercy and Goodneſs, to 
afford me a long time of Pilgrimage: And 
whereas my Soul is long ſince cloyed with 
the tedious Vanities of this Life: I begin to 
feel a Willingneſs to depart, and leave this 
tireſome Wilderneſs, that I may arrive at 
that happy Canaan, where only I hope to 
find Reſt. But e're I depart to my long 


Home, I have a great Deſire to leave ſome 


D 2 Mo- 


„ 


Monument of my Good- Will to after- 
comers ; that what my long Experience 
has taught me, may turn to the Profit of 


- thoſe, whoſe early Years have not as yet 


afforded them ſuch plenty of Obſervations. 
And fince it 1s cuſtomary for Men to be- 
queath to their Poſterity the Goods of 
Fortune, and not to bury 'em with them, 
why ſhould they ſuffer that which is more 
precious to die in them? and not com- 
municate, for the Inſtruction of others, 
ſome Part of the Knowledge and Experi- 
ence wherewith Time has enriched them ? 


Tho” the Portion of my Underſtanding 
cannot be much uſeful to Mankind; yet 1 
have endeavoured to repreſent, in this lit- 
tle Treatiſe, the Miſeries and Inconveni- 
ences of this Life, together with the Rea- 
ſons that make me ſo willing to leave it; 
and, like a Gueſt that has his Deſire fatiſ- 
fied, be content to give Thanks and de- 
part ; that, by viewing this Treatiſe again 
and again, I may learn every Day more 
and more to be weaned from the World, 
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and prepare myſelf for my Change, which 
I expect of Gop's Mercy every Hour. 


The principal Reaſon that makes me fo 


much deſire to leave this World, is, that 


1 have ſeen enough, if not too much, of 
it: Like the Traveller, who having viewed 


the City throughly, and become acquaint- 


ed with the Manners thereof, deſires (af- 
ter he has finiſhed his Obſervations) not 
to loiter there any longer. And why 
ſhould I linger here, where there is no 
new Thing for me to ſee? Since all Things 
in the World have been long ſince familiar 
to my Eyes, and I am weary every Day to 
ſee the ſame Things again? That which 75 
done, 1s that which ſhall be done; and thats 
which hath been, ſhall be; and there is us 
new Thing under the Sun. As in the com- 
paſs of one Day and one Night we ſce all 
the Courſe of Time, and whatſoever fol- 
loweth is but the ſame that goeth before ; 


ſo in the Circuit of a few Days, a Man, 


if he be not idle, may read all Hiſtories, 
in obſerving the Riſe and Fall of the Am- 


bitious, 
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bitious, the Pride and Atheiſm of great 
Ones, the Incurſions and Revolutions of 


States by the Change of Princes. What- 
toever Occurrences ſeem ſtrange, they are 


but the ſame” Fable acted by other Per- 
ſons, and nothing different from thoſe of 
elder Time, but in the Names of the Ac- 
tors. Who would wonder at the preſent 
Contentions of Brethren, that has heard 
of Cain and Abel? of Eſau and Jacob? 
of Solomon and Adonifab? of Baſſianus and 
Saturnius, Roman Emperors ? Or at the 
Fall of great ones, who. has heard of the 
Fate of Achitophel, Haman, and Sejanus ? 
Certainly the Volume of one Life would 
afford as great a Variety of Examples, as 

the long Volumes of Antiquity, if we 

would be diligent to mark them: ſo that 
they can be compared to nothing fitter 
than to a Wheel ever turning in the ſame 
Motion. How can I chooſe but be weary 
of viewing a tedious Repetition of Vanity, 
which in many Years at length becomes a 
Torment? As was well figured by the 
Poets in the Ball of Shu, whoſe great- 
eſt 


„„ 

eſt Miſery was the renewing of his La- 
bours. The Iteration of Things, ever ſo 
ſweet and delightſome to us, will prove at 
length a continued Succeſſion of Wretch- 
edneſs and Vanity ; nay Trouble and Vex- 
ation of Spirit. Where the unſettled Mind 
is never at Reſt, but toſſed from one De- 
fire to another, it finds Content in none. 
As a ſick Man, whoſe Fever makes him 
weary of all Things, deſires to change his 
Bed, and ſhift his Side, perſuading him- 
ſelf of more Reſt by that Means; yet the 
altering of his Poſition ſeldom produces 
any other Effect than the Increaſe of his 
Pain: So miſerable Man growing weary 
of one Vanity, longs for another; and 
having gotten his Deſire is no leſs Diſ- 
content, but ſtill craves and wiſhes, till 
oft-times he wiſhes his own Deſtruction, 
and preſſes on, like Phaethon, in the Frui- 
tion of his own Folly. Too often has it 
grieved me to behold Men following their 
own Deſtruction and Perdition ; yea, en- 
raged with them that would interpoſe 
Counſel or Authority upon them, till they 
have 
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| have embraced their own Confuſion by 
their Wiſhes. Yea, ſo miſerable are ſome, 
that wittingly and willingly they run 
upon their own Deſtruction ; like Pliny 


the Elder, who, knowing the Danger of 


+ Mount Veſuvio, would adventure ſo nigh 
the Smoke, that he was ſwallowed up 
of it. 


Theſe rueful Sights, ſo frequent in my 
Obſervation, have offended me, and now 
at length made me quite weary ; fo that I 
defire nothing more than the Hour of my 
Freedom out of this Priſon of Mortality, 
and Diſmiſſion from a Theatre of Wretch- 


cdneſs, But before I go and depart from 


hence, the Farewell J pronounce to the 


whole World, and all the Vanities there- 
of, will caſe my Heart of its Burden, and 
confirm my Soul in its Weariſomeneſs of 
this Bondage, and a Willingneſs to be 
diſſolved. 


Attend therefore, ye Lovers of this 
World! and ye, whoſe Eyes and Experi- 
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ence have not as yet been clearly open ed; 
attend, I ſay, to the dying Speech of an 
aged and worn-out Man, willing to im- 


part the Benefit of his long Obſervation, 
before he finiſh it with his Life! 


I. Farewell, in the farſt Place, to Rzches, 
Wealth, and large Endowments; the Idols 
of earthly Minds, and groveling Aﬀec- 
tions. It ſhall not at all trouble me to 
depart from you, the unneceſſary Bur- 
thens of Life, and the Clog of all ſpiri- 
How grievouſly have I ſeen 
Men afflicted in the Proſecution of you; 
and yet more miſerable in the Enjoyment, 
than the greateſt Beggar in the want of 
you! They have not fared nor ſlept the 
better, nor enjoyed any Portion of Con- 
tent or Quiet, nor taken any Delight in 
the Glory and Reſpect attending their 
Riches; but the more they have raked 
up, the more unquiet and diſtaſteful have 
been their Lives. So juſtly is Avarice 
plagued in itſelf, that I know not whe- 

8B ther 


chuſes rather to ſuffer his Affliction; like 


1 


ther be greater, the Sin or the Puniſh- 
ment: For as it is far more miſerable to 
be drowned in Sight of Shore, and ſtarve 
in the greateſt Plenty of Victuals, than 
ſimply to periſh either Way; ſo much 
more wretched is he that wants what he 
has, and is a Beggar in his greateſt Abun- 
dance, than he that begs from Door to 
Door. This Evil is like the Dropſy, that 
Plague of Tantalus, and is ſo far from 
bringing other Pleaſure with it, like other 
Vices, that it can bear no better Compa- 
riſon than to that languiſhing Diſeaſe, 
and helliſh Torture. Yea, more miſera- 
ble ſhould I deem it than either of theſe, 
by how much the eaſier it is to be reme- 


died, as it is voluntarily embraced: For. 


the Dropſy cleaves neceſſarily to the Per- 
ſon ſo afflicted, and Tarntalus's Puniſh- 
ment 1s a fatal Doom upon him, not to 
be avoided or removed, and therefore de- 
ſerves Pity: But the covetous Madman 


wilfully afflicts himſelf; and though he 


may be cured by his own Reaſon, yet he 
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a Fool fitting too near the Fire, that 
might be preſently relieved by remov- 
ing his Seat, but had rather turn his Side, 
and ſhift his Shins, and be ſcorched till 
he roar, than move one Foot from his 
Place! Or like a wretched Merchant, 
that in a long Voyage homeward, having 
ſpent all his Victuals, will rather ſtarve 
than open one Baſket in his Extremity, 


though he be Owner of the Goods! Gop 


keep me from ſuch Dotage ; I had rather 
want Riches, than not know how to uſe 
them; and be poor indeed, than feel all the 
Smarts of Poverty, and yet be rich. Yea, 
I have learned to eſteem the Abundance 
of Riches, to be but a more burthenſome 
Kind of Life, where they are poſſeſſed; 
for they rob a Man of his Quiet, and take 
away his Time, either in the Account of 
them, or in the diſpoſing of them. For 
what Care is there to be had of Rents ? 


What Caution and Warineſs to be had of 


bad Debtors ? What Fear of Loſſes and 
Caſualties ? What Diſtruſt and Suſpicion 


of our beſt Friends? What Vigilance and 
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Diligence, that we be not over- charged 
in our Bargains? What Grief, if we be 
overthrown in our Suits, and vexed with 
Fines and Amercements? To be brief, 
what Toil and Wearineſs throughout our 
whole Lives? Either we are troubled with 
getting, or cumbered with keeping, ol 
afflicted and Heart-broken with loſing, 
and never at Reſt, paying or receiving. 
Farewell again and again to theſe 
Thorns. I thank my Gop for the Pro- 
viſion he has lent me; that it was compe- 
tent and not ſuperlative; not ſo large, as 
to diſquiet my Peace; nor fo ſparingly 
ſmall, as to afflict my Life with Want or 
Fear of Creditors. Of what it has pleaſed 
Almighty Gop of his great Mercy and 
Goodneſs to allow me over and above my 
own Neceſſities, I have been no unfaith- 
ful Steward of Chriſt, nor uncharitable to 
the Wants of my poor Brethren. I ſpeak 
from the Confidence of a fincere Heart, 
and not fantaſtically, being no Ways con- 
ſcious to o myſelf of any Injuſtice, or of 
Negligence 
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Negligence in the Employment of my 
Talent. I ſtand ready to give up my Ac- 


count, when it ſhail pleaſe Gop to call 


me; deſiring to be diſcharged of my 


"Truſt, and to be at Reſt with him. 


II. Farewell, in the next Place, to 
Honours and Freferment, the glorious bub- 
ble of human Vanity, the Bladder of 
Pride, and Self- Advancement. — How 
many excellent Spirits has the weak Ad- 
miration of theſe Toys and Trifles be- 
witched and ſeduced? How many noble 
and virtuous Diſpoſitions has it diverted 
from the Path of true Praiſe, into the 
Way of proud Ambition? Tis a Moth 
that breeds in the fineſt Cloth, a Worm 
incident to the beſt Complexion: And did 
it but deprive and not deſtroy, it were 
more tolerable; or if it would be content 
with Part of our Hearts, and not engroſs 
the whole, it were leſs culpable, ſince aſ- 
piring is natural. But there being no 
Mean in it, it ſets the whole Man on Fire, 
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and carries him headlong with a Torrent 
of Paſſion through Violence and Sacrilege; 
through Rivers of Blood, innocent or 
guilty, it makes no Matter, ſo it may 
reach to the Top of its Deſire. It blinds 
the Eye of Reaſon, and will not ſuffer us 
to diſtinguiſh Friend or Foe, Father or 
Mother, Wife or Siſter; but if they ſtand 
in the Way, Ambition will drive over 
them. It deprives our Lives of Reſt, and 
ſuffers no Stay in any Fortune; but (like 
a Wheel) is ever in a whirling Motion. 
Content has no greater Enemy, nor Sleep 
a more profeſſed Adverſary. The Tri- 
umph of Miltiades would not ſuffer The- 
miſtocles to cloſe his Eyes, as Plutarch 
relates; neither will the waking Dream 
of Glory ceaſe to the Ambitious, till they 
fleep their laſt. Moſt miſerable then is 
the Condition of thoſe, whom this reſtleſs 
Diſeaſe has taken in their Pilgrimage 
through the World, 

Though the bleer-eyed Multitude may 
judge them moſt happy, no Man ſhall 
perſuade 
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perſuade me, that Alexander and Cæſar 
were not molt wretched in their laborious 
Purſuit of this Shadow : For how were 


* they caſt from one Part of the World to 


another? How tedious were their Jour- 


nies to find out their own Puniſhment! 


their dear- bought Victories! their glori- 
ous Titles! If you but mark their weari- 
ſome Trouble and Anxiety, their conti- - 
aual Fears and Dangers, the Guilt of ſo 
much innocent Blood ſhed by them, their 
miſerable Fever of Ambition, the pitiful 
Manner of their Deaths (being pricked 
like Bladders in the Height of their Tu- 
mour) you will eaſily be of my Opinion, 
and think nothing leſs happy than this 
I thank Gop, I 
was born in a lower Sphere, lived in a 
meaner Preferment, and of an inferior 
Degree. No other Honor remains for 
me to aſpire to, than the Honor of the 
Saints in Heaven: This I daily labour 
for: And altho' I am content to wait for 


the Hour, which Almighty Gop ſhall be 


pleaſed to appoint for my Diſmiflion, yet 


wy 
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my Soul longs earneſtly to be crowned 
with this ccleſtial Honour. 


III. Farewell Pleaſures and carnal De- 
tights, Snares to be avoided in our earthly 
Pilgrimage; the Quick-Sands, whereon 
fo many young Men have ſuftered Ship- 
wreck. Though Gop's Providence has hi- 
therto kept me from your Dangers; yet, 
whilſt Jam on my Journey, 1 cannot be 
altogether ſo ſafe, even in my advanced 
Years, as to think myſelf exempted from 
the Power of your Chains, becauſe they 
have not had a Predominance over me.— 
For a Soldier may be foiled at the End of 
a Battle, and a Player diſgraced in the laſt 
Scene. Till, the End of my Life be ſhut 
up, and the Victory finiſhed, I cannot 
but fear mine Enemies, and ſtand cloſe to 
my Banner. How many has my woful 
Experience been Witneſs of, who have 
forſaken their Colours in the very Cloſe of 
the Day, and (after a manful and victori- 
ous Fight in the Heat and Strength of 
Temptation) 


3 

Temptation) have failed and given over in 
the Cool of the Evening, and loſt the 
Crown of their Labour. It is at the End 
of our Race (as Salanto ſaid well) that we 
ſhould increaſe our Speed, and exert our- 
felves more at that Time, by how much 
the more eager our Adverſary waxes, ſee- 
ing the Goal is nearly won. 


It is a melancholy Reflection, that we 
can look Dangers boldly in the Face, and 
endure the ſtouteſt Shock of Adverſity, 
{till keeping our Ground; and yet are fo 
weak againſt the childiſh Enticements of 
Pleaſure and Wantonneſs, as to give up our 
Weapons without ſtriking a Stroke! How 
ridiculous, how cowardly a Carriage is 
this, that yields to the weak Enemy, and 
reſiſts the Stronger? that can endure the 
greater Labour, and faints at the Leſs? 
How ſhould I wonder to ſee a Soldier re- 
turning from the Victory of the Enemy, 
to be beaten by a Child? to ſee an armed 
Man run away from a naked Cripple ? 


Sampſon, who was ſo ſtrengthened by the 
| = Spirit 
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Spirit of Gop, that he tore a Lyon like a 
Kid, and flew a Thouſand Men with the 
Jaw-Bone of an Aſs, was not able to reſiſt 
the weak Temptation of Dalilab's Eye; 
but yielded himſelf over, at her Entreaty, 
into the Hands of his Enemies ? And 
David, who flew the Lyon and the Bear, 
and overthrew the great Goliah with the 
ſame Defence, could not withſtand One 
Look of Bathſheba, but gave up his Chaſti- 
ty at the firſt Onſet, and his Innocence 
without any Reſiſtance! So pernicious 1s 
the Nature of this Evil, that it denies 
our Reaſon its Sovereignty, and deludes 
our Intellect, by caſting ſuch a Miſt be- 
fore its Eyes, that we take one Thing for 
another, and Satan for an Angel of Light. 
This does plainly appear by the Sorrows 
that follow upon it, which argue that we 
are ſeduced, and betrayed againſt our 
Wills, to give up the Freedom of our 
Souls for a Moment of Pleaſure. Our 
Eyes being opened, we ſee our own Na- 
kedneſs, and rue the Folly of our Judg- 
ments, that parted with our Integrity in 

Favour 
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Fayour of our corrupt Appetite. No Vice 
is more dearly bought, none harder to be 
avoided. 


But grant, LorD, that I may avoid the 
Pill of Enticement by a ſpeedy Departure 
from the Enticer; and let my Soul, good 
Gop! fly from the Allurements of Har- 
lots, leaving my Garment rather than my 
Body in their Power. And keeping my 
Soul unſpotted, I truſt that I ſhall aſcend 
to that Manſion of true and eternal De- 
lights, where He ſits, in whoſe Preſence 
there is Fulneſs of Joy,and at whoſe right 
Hand there are Pleaſures for evermore. — 
O good Gop, haſten my Journey thither, 


and teach me, in the Meditation of thoſe 


Joys, to deſpiſe theſe earthly Follies. 


IV. Farewell Knowledge and earthly 
Wiſdom; the Dream of Self-Conceit ; the 
Smoke of Vain- glory; the Blaſt of Vani- 
ty, which has puffed up many till they 
ſwell beyond their juſt Dimenſions, and 

1 | burſt. 
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burſt aſunder. The unprofitable Deſire 
of theſe, bereaved our firſt Parents of Pa- 
radiſe, and deprives a Number of their 
Poſterity of their only Happineſs left, 
{viz.) Content and Tranquillity: For 
when the inſatiable Thirſt of Science en- 


ters, the Soul is loſt. What perpetual 


Diſquiet is it, to long for higher and 
ſtranger Novelties, and never reſt till we 
be confounded in the Multitude of our 
own Inventions? We reſt not 'till we 
have the Cauſes; nor in the Cauſes, till 
we have the Principles; nor in the Prin- 
ciples, 'till we have entangled ourſelves 


in the Cobwebs of our own Reaſon, — 


From ſenſual Objects, we advance to 
Things intellectual; from Things intel- 
lectual, we paſs to Things ſupernatural; 
till the Speculation become too difficult 
for us, and ſpoils the Sight of our Eyes 
by too much Brightneſs. We are not 
ſatisfied with the Toilſomeneſs of Gram 
mar, the Subtilty of Logic, the Smooth- 
neſs of Rhetorich, the Sweetneſs of Mufich, 
the Exactneſs of Geometry, and the Curi- 

| ouſneſs 
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duſneſs of Afronomy; but further ſtill we 
go, till we have tired ourſelves with tedi- 
ous Studies in Philoſophy and Contempla- 


tion of Learning, 'till we fall into a 


Dropſy by this Thirſt of Science, and 
never ceaſe Drinking, till we have drank 
up ourſelves. The Eye is not ſatisfied with 
Seeing, nor the Ear with Hearing (ſaith 
the Preacher) much leſs certainly 1s the 
Mind with Underſtanding. There are 
many ſo deluded with a depraved Fancy, 
as to make Science the End of Science, 
and out of a fond Opinion heap Queſtion 


upon Queſtion, never ceaſing to make 


Doubts and Diſtinctions; to make Knots 
and undo them, whereby they enſnare 
themſelves, and mar others. Of ſuch 
Vanity. were the Schoolmen guilty; be- 
witching too many Men in former and 
later Times, to the conſuming of their 
Bodies, and waſting of their Strength, in 
unprofitable 'T'riftes, deſerving Reprehen- 
ſion. What Vanity more unprofitable 
than this? What Life more unhappy ? 
This Moth conſumes the richeſt Gifts of 

Nature 
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oy” Nature, and frets the pureſt Metal of the 
"FFI Soul; envenoming ſometimes the whole 
Frame of it, filling it with Madneſs and 
Diſtraction, and extinguiſhing the Light 
of Reaſon with too much Ventilation. To 
thoſe that are ſo unfortunately addicted, 
let me commend the Words of Solomon, 
In much Wiſdom is much Grief; and he that | 
increaſeth Knowledge increaſeth Sorrow. | 
The more we underſtand; the more we 
perceive the Want of Underſtanding; the 
further we diſcover our own Weakneſs, 
the more Grief we procure. As Socrates 
was wont to ſay, by the continual Addition 

1 of Knowledge, He came to know this one 
[TE Thing, that he knew nothing. And Demo- 
M crates, who lived one hundred and twen- 
i | ty Years, and had ſpent moſt of them in 
Ws Study, profeſſed at his Death, that he did 
1662 then begin to know; and that it grieved 
Wat: him to leave his Learning when he had 
15 but the firſt Taſte of it. The ignorant 
I Sort of People enjoy a Kind of Happineſs 
above the learned, in that they know not 

| their Unhappineſs. The Years of our 
| _ Child- 
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Childhood and Youth are more pleaſant to 
us and freer from Incumbrances, than our 
older Age; becauſe Perſons then diſcern 
not what they need, and therefore take 
no Care to get it; nor are troubled with a 
Fore-Sight of their Wal ts before they 
feel them: But as Time proceeds, and 
Knowledge increaſes; ſo our Life grows 
every Day more troubleſome. We per- 
ceive, by Experience, the Inconſtancy of 
Fortune, the Difficulties of the World, 
and take Care to prevent Neceſſities be- 
fore they come. We read every Day of 
new Examples of Miſeries; and ſee new 
Rocks to beware of, and new Dangers to 
ſtand in Fear of. Whatever Benefit ac- 
companies our Knowledge, we are ſure 
this Evil attends it, that it fills us fuller 
of Doubts and Fears, and vexes us with 
Anxiety of Mind. The Subject's Life is 
indeed more happy than the Prince's; 
the Serving-Man's Condition is eafier 
than his Maſter's; the Paſſengers in a Ship 


| have more Quietneſs than the Pilot, be- 


cauſe they have leſs to care for; they fear 
not 


— 
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not Dangers, and therefore are not incum- 
bered with the Thoughts of them. As a 
Man in Neceſſity does not in his Sleep feel 
the Sting of his Sorrow, but when he 
awakes he awakes to the Senſe of his Mi- 


ſerv; ſo all the Bons of Adam, (Heirs of 
this Wretchedneſs) are happier in this 


Sleep of Ignorance, than in the Light of 


great Knowledge. Therefore, though we 
hear Solomon commending Wiſdom, and 
preferring it before Ignorance, as Light 
before Darkneſs; yet we are ſure Dark- 
neſs would better agree with our Infirmi- 
tics than Light, becauſe they are fitter to 
be covered, than looked into. We then 
ſhall find Knowledge to be a Comfort to 
us, and Science will be felt, as well as 
attained, after we are looſed from our 
mortal State. For having put off the 
Rags of our earthly Priſon, and being 
wathed from our natural Pollution in the 
Blood of that Lamb which takes away the 
Sins of the World, and placed in the glo- 
rious Body of the Church triumphant, in 


whom is no Spot or Wrinkle ; how will 
it 
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it delight us to ſurvive our Vanity as 
well as Errors, and rejoice in the Preſence 
of Gop? Then ſhall we &now, as we are 
&nown, and ſee no more the Shadow of 
Things through a Glaſs, but Face to Face. 
We ſhall behold the naked Eflence of all 
Creatures; the Windows of our Eyes ſhall 
be opened, the Doors of our Senſes brok- 
en up, the middle Wall of our Body re- 
moved far from us, and our Souls freely 
uſing their native Vigour, being no longer 
obſtructed and hindered by the bodily 
Organs. This Knowledge now remains 
for me, and I am grieved to be with-held 
from it. I have had enough, and too 
much, of the ſorrowful and unprofitable 
Knowledge of the Things of this World, 
though never acquainted with the Laby- 
rinth of Study. I have ſeen the Uncer- 
tainty of Fortune in the Reigns of our 
famous Princes, the Troubles of the State, 

the Changes of great Ones, the wonder- 
ful Riſing of ſome, and the ſudden Fall 
of others, the Alteration of Time and 
Manners, the Inconſtancy of Opinions 

hs and 
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and Faſhions, the Interchanges of Peace 
and War, the moſt exhorbitant and deviliſh | 
Enterprizes undertaken with equal Se- 
. crecy and Subtilty, the Ruin of Pride and 
Hypocriſy; the Confuſion of Policy, and 
the Overthrow of Falſhood. I have been 

a Repreſentative Member in many Parlia- 

ments, where I daily learned new Leſſons 

of the World's Vanity, and augmented 

my Grief together with my Experience. 
More expreſſly at a late Meeting, when 
both the honourable Houſes were unex- | 
4 pectedly, unfortunately, and very ſuddenly 
* diſſolved; much Time being ſpent, and | 
| nothing done, to the World's Wonder, 
and to the exceeding Grief and Diſcontent 
| of all true-hearted Subjects. And now 
Nen the diſtaſteful Memory of ſuch Know- 
ledge, and the unpleaſing Fruit of ſo 
many Years Obſervation, have wrought 
in me a ſettled Diſlike of all tranſitory 
F300: Wiſdom, and an earneſt Deſire to be ex- 
JIE alted to that Knowledge, which has no 
1 Sorrow annexed to it. Bleſs me with the 
hi 11 Fruition of this, O Gop, when it ſhall 
1 ; Io pleaſe 
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pleaſe thee; and comfort me in the mean 
Time with the Meditation of it. 


\ 


V. Farewell at once to all the outward 
Bleſſings of Nature, Strength, Health, and 
long Life: I go where I ſhall have no 
Need of you, even to a Perfection of 
Bleſſedneſs, where there are no Com- 
plaints. The ſmall Comfort you afford 
in this Life, the Uncertainty in the Frui- 
tion, the Frailty of your Delights, have 
taught me, however you riſe in popular 
Eſtimation, to deſpiſe and leave you to 
the Admirers of Vanity. For what is the 
Strength of Man, that he ſhould glory in 
it? Or the Arm of Fleſh, that he ſhould 
truſt in it? Man is weaker than Multi- 
tudes of irrational Creatures, over whom 
he is created Lord. Naked and weapon- 
leſs is he born into the World; no defen- 
five Covering, no offenſive Member given 
him. The Serpent has his Sting, the 
Horſe his Hoof, the Ox his Horns, the 
Wolf his Teeth, the Lion his Claws, to 

G 2 defend 
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defend himſelf; but Man, the weak- 
eſt of all Creatures, is ſent into the World 
tender and defenceleſs, altogether unarm- 


ed, and nothing but his Reaſon allowed 


for his Guard. Tis fooliſh therefore for 
him to vaunt of his Strength, and glory 
in that which is his greateſt Defect. Let 
the vain Boaſter of his Might conſider the 
Power of the ſublunary Elements, which 
are dead and ſenſeleſs, and of all Things 
the moſt imperfet, unleſs by mutual 
Aid; and yet theſe exceed Man in Strength, 


even more than his Fellow-Creatures. — 


The Earth ſuſtains all Things, and ſhrinks 


not; the Water, whoſe Weakneſs we 
turn to a Proverb, bears weighty Ships 


and Veſſels, which no Force of ours can 
ſtir on Land; the Air, driven by the 
Winds, rends mighty Oaks aſunder, and 
and often cauſes Earthquakes ; the Fire, 
ſtronger than all theſe, devours and puts 
all it finds into a Combuſtion, and tears 
what the ſtrongeſt Arm cannot, into 
Pieces: But our weak Nature is fo frail 


and feeble, that we can ſcarce bear our 


OWN 
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own Weight; yea, we are often cruſhed 
with a poor Fall, and bruiſed with the 
Burden of our own Fleſh. We can en- ; 
dure neither the Heat of the Sun, nor the 
Cold of the Air, nor the Sharpneſs of the 
Wind, nor the Abſtinence of two Days 
Food; but our Strength 1s broken like a 
Potſherd. How quickly is it impaired 
with Sickneſs, waſted with Age, broken 
with Luſt, conſumed with Wearineſs, 
and gone away as a Puff of Wind! And 
yet this is that which young Men glory 
in, and boaſt of; turning an excellent 
Gift of Nature, very often, to their own 
Deſtruction; for we ſee our notable Fel- 
lows ever ſtraining and attempting Difi- 
culties, 'till they meet with ſomething 
above their Strength, and burſt like a 
Bow with too much Bending. Milo was 
a remarkable Example of this, whoſe 
Loins were ſo ſtrong, and Joints ſo firm- 
ly compact, that he was able to lift an 
Oak from the Ground, and bear it upon 
his Shoulder; but on the Confidence of 
his Undertaking to pull up a Wedge, 
newly 


1 


newly driven into a mighty Oak, he was 
caught ſo faſt by the Hand, that there 
he remained crying 'till the wild Beaſts 
found. and tore him to Pieces. Sampſon 
likewiſe periſhed by his own Strength. 
Gohah, upon Pride thereof, preſuming to 
challenge the whole Hoſt of 1/rael, prov- 
ed a notable Example to Boaſters, being 
felled by a Stone flung from the Hand of 
a Stripling. Such Examples Hiſtories 
are full of: Yea, 'tis the Wiſdom of 
Gop to confound the Strong in their 
Strength by contemptible Men, that they 
may ſee the Folly of their Boaſting. 


Another Sort of People, no leſs vain, 
boaſt of their Beauty, to whom] bid the like 
Farewell, as they muſt, of their Endow- 
ment, which is the moſt weak and tran- 
fitory of Things; being no other than a 
Mixture of Colours, now glittering, 
but ſoon defaced by a thouſand Acci- 


dents; ſcorched by the Sun; wrinkled by 


the Wind; withered by Sickneſs and 
Age, and ſubject to other Caſualties. I 
think 
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think myſelf more happy in the Want of 
IT, than others in the Enjoyment. 


As to the two other Bleſſings of Healib 
and Long Life, I have my Portion in 
them according to Gop's good Pleaſure, 
and am thankful to him for them: Let I 
muſt bid em Farewell alſo; and am rea- 
dy to give them up, when Gop ſhall de- 
mand them back. My Health he has 
been graciouſly pleaſed to continue in the 
Midſt of contageous Sickneſs. I have 
ſeen @ thouſand fall beide me, and well- 
nigh ten thouſand at my Right-Hand, and 
yet by his Goodneſs only, the Arrow did 
not come nigh me. And though my Sins 
deſerved no leſs than others, his Provi- 
dence has lengthened my Life largely to 
the Time of old Age; wherein, though 
I find fome Decay of Strength, yet he has 
given me Health of Body, and Ability of 
Mind: The Sorrow and Infirmities inci- 
dent to ſuch a burthen of old Age, he hath 
with-holden from me; and hath not bow- 
ed my Back, nor taken away my Eye- 


Sight, 
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Sight, nor ſmitten me in my Underſtand- 
ing, nor weakened my Limbs, nor my 
Senſes; but has preſerved my All entire 
to me, to do him Service: Bleſſed there- 
fore is his holy Name. How can I ſuf- 
ficiently praiſe him for his Goodneſs, in 
that he has vouchſafed to bleſs me from 
my- very Infancy, and to be with me from 
my Cradle? —He has proſpered all my 
Travels and Endeavours, and raiſed me 
from the Duſt of Poverty to a Fortune 
much greater than my Father's. He has 
guided me in the Courſe of my worldly 
Affairs, as he did Jacob; and as wonder- 
fully has been pleaſed to increaſe me from 
a ſmall Beginning. So that the thank- 
ful Acknowledgment which that holy 
Patriarch took up, would well become me 
to rehearſe: With my Staff, ſaid he, paſſed 
Lover this Jordan, and now I am become 
two great Bands: For I may truly ſay, 
and profeſs to the Glory of Gop, That 
with my Staff I paſſed over this River Se- 
vern, and now am riſen to a wealthy 
Portion. Gop has enriched me with 

great 
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great Abundance, and comforted me on 
every Side. He has given me Wealth, 
and the Power to uſe it; Honor, and the 
Happineſs to value it. And now what 
have I more to defire of him? but with 
David, that he would vouchſafe to ſtand 
by me, and zof forſake me in my old Age, 
when I am grey-headed, till I have ſhewed 
his Strength to this Generation, and his 
Power to thoſe that come after me. I deſire 
no longer Continuance here than to teſtify 
my Thankfulneſs to him in the Sight of 
the Living; and then welcome that bleſ- 
ſed Hour, whenever he ſhall appoint to 
fetch me hence. 


VI. Farewell, in the laſt Place to my 
loving and dearly beloved Fife, the Joy 
of my Heart, the Stay and Comfort of 
mine old Age. Farewell likewiſe to my 
beloved Friends, the Solace of Proſperity, 
the Comfort of Adverſity. I have found 
your Kindneſs and Affection, in your En- 
deavours towards my Satisfaction. Whe- 

| | ther 
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ther this Reſpect ſprung from the Love of 

my Fortune or myſelf, it 1s no Time now 

to enquire. Iam very thankful to you, and 

deſire Cop to requite you, who by his gra- 

cious Providence ſo ſupplied me, that I was 
never burthenſome to you. I am going now 
where I ſhall have no more Need of you; to 

my long Home, the Place that is prepared 

for all the Living, from whence you can- 

not remand me back, but where you ſhall 
follow me at Gop's appointed Time, and 

| take up your Lodging, together with me, 
1 in the Houſe of our common Mother. — 
However variouſly Fortune has ſeparated 

us here, we are ſure we ſhall meet there, 

and dwell together till we be all changed 
immortal. .I.et not your Minds in the 
-mean while be troubled at your Loſs of 

me; neither be ye ſorry as Men without 
Hope, for thoſe that ſleep in Chriſt will 
GOD raiſe. The ſame Gop, who has 
heard my Prayers, and will tranſlate me, 
according to my Deſires, out of this Vale 

of Miſery to a Crown of Glory, preſerve 

the friendly Memory of me in my Ab- 
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ſence; but let not unreaſonable bewailing 
my Departure betray the Weakneſs of 
your Faith, or envy at my happy Condi- 
tion, — which rather requires Aſſiſtance 
thitherward by your Prayers whilſt I am 
amongſt you. O! defire of him, together 
with me, that as he hab made me willing, 
ſo alſo he would make me prepared to die; 


that he would vouchſafe to grant me a 


quiet and peaceable Paſſage, by a natural, 
active, and timely Death; that no linger- 
ing and pining Diſeaſe may be the Meſ- 
ſenger, nor any ſudden and violent Caſu- 
alty, but a gentle and moderate Viſitation, 
which may give me Warning to be ready, 


and Space to teſtify my Readineſs, and 
| Time to pray for my Diſſolution: That 


my Senſes be not early taken from me, 
nor 1 bereaved of the Uſe of my Tongue 
or Speech, before I have performed my 
laſt Service with my Members, and de- 
clared the Praiſes of Gop to them that 
ſurround my dying Bed. That my Pati- 
ence be not overcome with the Pangs of 
Death, nor my conſtancy with the Fear 

N H 2 of 
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of it. But that I may lay me down in 


Peace and Reſt, with ſome Confidence in 


Him who has turned the Puniſhment of 
Death into the Benefit of Sleep. 


Finally, let no ſuperfluous Coſt, or 
ſumptuous Shew, attend my Funeral; 
but inter me with that Decency as be- 
comes a Chriſtian, and ſuch Solemnity as 
may witneſs me to have beſtowed the 
greateſt Part of my Goods in my Life- 
Time, whilſt I have Power ſo to do, and 
not reſerved them to make a vain Shew at 
my Burial. Let not the Multitude of 
Mourners, that attend my Cheſt, be an 
Argument of Vain-Glory, and unreaſon- 


able Expence: — I made no Mourners 


among the Poor in my Life-Time; and 
therefore, whether I appoint them or not, 


I ſhall have enough at my Death. Let 


ſuch as have pinched the Poor, and heap- 
ed up a great Store of Wealth by Injuſtice, 
make a glorious Trample upon their 
Spoils, and recompence a covetous Life 


with a large Teſtament; I deſire rather 
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to be an Eye-Witneſs of mine own Alms, 
and rejoice in the Conſolation of my 
good Deeds, whilſt Gop gives me Life 
and Ability to do them. Let the Poor be 
ſo relieved, as to pray willingly and chear- 
fully for my Health, and not rejoice at 
my Death, as the only Occaſion of my 
Alms. And yet I propoſe, Gop willing, 
to leave the Monument of my Charity; 
which, being committed to your Hands, 
ſee that ye faithfully diſpoſe thereof; and 


let not the Hope of Concealment embold- 


en you to connive at Defraudings, leſt 
you betray your own Souls to undoubted 
Deſtruction. Let my Deſire be fulfilled, 
to give every Man his Due, if I ſhall be 
found any where indebted. As for thoſe 
whom Neceſſity has made indebted to 
me, ſee that ye ſhew Mercy unto them, 
and exact not your Due with Rigour and 
Oppreſſion. Let my former Courſe of 
Life be your Example ; yea, rather let the 
Memory of him that paid all your Debts 
upon the Croſs, keep you from grinding 
the Faces of your poor Brethren. Re- 

member 


r * 
member not to praiſe me, but Gop, if any 
- Blefling has or may redound to any, either MR 
by my Life or Death: For I ſincerely and 
truly profeſs, that many great Weakneſſes 
and Imperfections have been, and are, in 
the Courſe of my whole Life. If any 
Offence has ſprung up between us in 
Matters that are paſt, let me obtain your 
Forgiveneſs whilſt I live, and paſs them 
into oblivion after my Death: For 
ſincerely, and from the Bottom of my 
Heart, I forgive all Manner of Grievances 
and Treſpaſſes committed whenſoever, and 
how ſoever againſt me; even as I defire to 
be pardoned of my heavenly Father, be- 
fore whom I am ſure to appear, and give 
an Account of all Things done here upon 

Earth. 
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And this Teſtimony I leave gladly upon 
Record, while I am yet in Health, that 

it may appear not to be extorted from me 

by the Fear of Death. Let your Example 

follow mine; and, as you are forgiven, 

iſ | forgive freely, Let this- laſt Requeſt of 
| your 


r 
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your Friend in no Wiſe paſs out of your 
Memory, but teſtify your Thankfulneſs 


and Love to me in the Performance of 
it. 


And ſo I commit you to his Protection, 
to whoſe Manſion I am going; beſeech- 
ing his Love towards you, according to 
your Kindneſs towards me, and to ſend 
me ſpeedy Relief from this Vale of Mi- 
Ky. 


I deſire that this may be my Text at 
my Funeral, Pſalm xlii. 2. My Soul! long- 
eth for GOD; yea, even for the living GOD: 
When ſhall I come and appear before the 
| Preſence of GOD. Oh! when ſhall I 
aſcend to the eternal Throne of Bleſſed- 
neſs, where no Comforts are wanting? — 
When ſhall I be covered with the glori- 
'ous Robe of Immortality, and ſhine in 
the Brightneſs of my Redeemer's Inno- 
cency? When ſhall 1 behold the fair 
Face of the Lord, and dwell in the Courts 
of his holy Temple? Where all Tears 

ſhall 
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ſhall be wiped away from my Eyes, all 


Sorrows removed from my Heart, and 
all Spots and Imperfections done away! 


Where I ſhall behold the Subſtance of my 
Faith, the Matter of my Hope, and enjoy 
the Preſence of thoſe myſterious Vouch- 3 
ſafements in full Fruition, which I em- , 
braced before imperfectlyſ! Where I ſhall 
exchange the Droſs of this World for ineſ- | 
timable Pearls; and be no more deluded 
with the Shadow of good Things, but | 
poſſeſs the true Subſtance! Where, in- 
ſtead of theſe earthly Riches, which Moth | 


and Ruſt do corrupt, I ſhall enjoy the 
heavenly Riches of perfe& Peace and 


05 good Conſcience, never to be loſt: In- 


ſtead of theſe falſe and flattering Honours, 
I ſhall enjoy everlaſting Glory, and be 
admitted into the Fellowſhip of my Re- 
deemer, to reign with him in the King- 
dom of his Father: Inſtead of vain and 
momentary Pleaſures, I ſhall be filled 
with Fulneſs of Joy, and be raviſhed with 
thoſe Delights, which neither Eye hath 
ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor has it entered 

into 
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5 into the Heart of Man to conceive: In- 


ſtead of this dark and cloudy Know/cdce, 
I ſhall have my Heart enlightened with 
/ the Beams of that true Light, which light- 
ens every Man that comes into the World, 
and be able to deſcry all Things in the 
a x Eſſence of the Creator, as in a perfect 
I 3 Mirror: Inſtead of this feeble Strengtb, ; 
- WY I ſhall be endowed with the Might of 
d 3 Angels: Inſtead of this Tranſitory Health, 
ut BY I ſhall enjoy a powerful and immortal 
bo Vigour: Inſtead of this fading Beauty, 
th WY 1 ſhall be adorned with the Comelineſs of 
he Chriſt's Spouſe: Inſtead of long Life, 1 1 
nd ſhall be crowned with Life eternal; in- 
n- BW Ttcad of temporal Friends, I ſhall have the 
, glorified Saints and Angels for my Com- 
2 panions, and be admitted Feilow-Citizen 
C- 


with them in the New Terufalem; where, 
5” WW when his Corruptible. ſhall put on Incor- © 
and ruption; and this Mortal, Immortality; we 
led W ſhall fing, Holy! Holy! Holy! Lord GOD 
ith of Hoſts. Heaven and Earth are full of thy 
ath Glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord, mofl 
red high. 
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And now, as the Hart deſireth the 
Water-brooks, fo longeth my Soul after thee, 
O GOD: And, O that I had Wings lite a 
Dove, that I might fly away and be at Ref ! 
For whom have I in Heaven but thee? And 
2/9 ts there upon Earth that I dęſire in Com- 
pariſon of thee ? My Heart and my Strength © 

: Jaileth me, but GOD is the Strength of my 

Heart, and my Portion for ever. 


Quicken then, O Jesus! the Son of 

Gop, my inward Man, when my outward 3 
j Man decays, and give me daily Prepara- 
tion and Patience to abide thy Coming; 

for thou haſt promiſed, in the laſt Words 

of thy Teſtament, to come quickly. O 

ſtabliſn thy Word to thy Servant, and 

- grant me my Heart's Defire. Amen. Ever 
fo, come, Lord Jeſus. 
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———— 
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